Ovarian metastases from stage IB adenocarcinoma of the cervix.
At the time carcinoma of the cervix is treated by radical surgery, it is believed that ovarian preservation is possible, and will prevent surgical menopause, with its risks of osteoporosis, vaginal dryness, and "hot flashes." However, the data originally used to justify ovarian preservation was based on clinical experience with squamous cell carcinoma of the cervix. Little if any data exist to justify this treatment rationale in patients with adenocarcinoma of the cervix. Two patients who presented with clinical Stage IB adenocarcinoma of the cervix, subsequently underwent radical surgical treatment. Pathologic review of the operative specimens revealed microscopic metastasis to the ovaries in both patients. It is suggested that ovarian preservation at the time of radical surgical treatment for adenocarcinoma of the cervix has not had its safety established, and that sacrificing the ovaries and providing hormonal replacement postoperatively may be a safer course.